	
	Angry about Northampton Town Centre? - So are we.


What the Lib Dems really think

For too long Northampton Town Centre has been neglected. Trade in many shops and across the market have been in decline for a number of years as shoppers have voted with their feet and gone elsewhere. 

Today our town faces a stark choice

We could let the town centre die. 

By allowing more out-of-town shopping to draw more people away from the town centre, and making major investment in our town’s shops impossible.

Or, we can give Northampton town centre a fighting chance. 

The town centre is too good a place to let die. It is a place full of character and history. We want the town centre to be a thriving place in which to shop, live, work and relax. That is the vision we have for our town centre and is one that many Northamptonians share. It will need investment – not just from the Borough Council – but, from private businesses and government agencies that also share in our confidence for the future.

The overwhelming evidence is that more out-of-town retail development in competition with the town centre would kill the chances of this much-needed investment. In just the last few days this view has been confirmed by a government Planning Inspector who rejected an appeal to allow more out-of-town retail space close to the Weedon Rd.

The town centre is our top priority and we want things to happen faster 

That is why the council is working to secure the largest ever private investment in our town centre through the expansion of the Grosvenor Centre. Some will say it will never happen. And yes, it takes time. Even if it were agreed tomorrow, a development of the size we want to see would take up to ten years to complete. To the cynics we say this, it is too big a prize to let go and  it’s worth waiting for. 

Northampton Borough Council has secured £1 million to improve our Market Square, to make it a more attractive place to shop, to enjoy a cup of coffee, and to enjoy exhibitions and evening entertainment. We will not move the market off the square, and every trader will have the space they need. But if we do nothing today, the market will die.

The Council is also securing funds from the county’s largest development corporation, WNDC, to improve crucial town centre streets like Gold St. In the future, we hope to win similar funding for work to improve Abington St.

Since our election in 2007, the Liberal Democrats have frozen car-parking charges, and have introduced pay-on-foot parking, so that everyone can enjoy a more leisurely shopping experience and no-one is needlessly fined.

We have also recently:

· Applied to the government for PFI funds to help regenerate much of the Eastern side of the town. This would bring some of Northampton’s worst estates up to scratch, after years of neglect.

· Begun work on improving 450 council homes as Phase 1 in a 3-year project to bring 4,000 homes up to a better standard.

· Agreed a parks strategy to improve our parks over a period of time. 

After years of a poor-performing council, we are for the first time working with WNDC and the County Council to:

· Work up plans to regenerate the railway station and surrounding land.

· And improve the links between the town centre and river Nene.

Listening to your views

Northampton Borough Council has met with representatives of the Football Club, market traders and the Northampton Arts Collective.

The council has already consulted on the Town Centre Area Action Plan and will do so again – we really want to hear your views.

The council also engages with businesses through the Town Centre Partnership,  participates in the Town Centre Heritage Forum and supports the creation of a Northampton Civic Trust.

Levelling with you

The Borough Council has met with representatives from the Cobblers and other landowners at Sixfields and has set out its position very clearly.  

We are ready to work with the club and others to help them to develop a Masterplan for the area or complete a planning application that does not put the town centre at risk. Any planning application of course remains the responsibility of the applicants and not of the council.  The council can advise, but the applicants can choose to ignore it.

We are disappointed by the literature distributed to promote this meeting, which we believe, largely make our participation inappropriate. 

We would instead like to see future Question & Answer meetings, chaired by an impartial third party.

We encourage you to read the Lib Dem Cabinet’s position on the Chron’s website, via the following link: 

http://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/Council-leaders-refuse-to-attend.4867149.jp
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